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HE calamitous Situation of 
&7 Sl the Trade and Navigation of | 
NY FIN: Great Britain, with reſpet# 

4 oY to the conſtant Spoil and Ha- 


1 


— 


— wock it has LK 4 late 
| Trars from the Subjects of the King . of Spain, 
% Matter of jo great Importance, 

general Concernment, as is worthy to To 
be Attention, and 7 the Spirit of a Na- 

| ien, equally renowned for its good Senſe and 
Bravery, as for thoſe neſtimable Advantages - 
With which Nature bas ſo liberally furniſbd 
, to all the Purpoſes of ſecure D 
end univerſal Commerce. 


Az THAT, 


TH= Io the RE ADER, 


7 HA 7 Date 8 Nevigation is not 

only the chief® Support, but alſo the fale 
Baje of the Proſperity and Glory of Britain, 
is ſo evident, that (like a Sort of firſt Prin- 
ciple) it ſeems natural to an Engliſh Mind; 
it paſſes unqueſiron'd and unimpugned thro 
all Orders and Degrees of Men, in an Age 
addi ped tot App fo 77 Scgpticiſin; and uo. 


fur if Monks by four wha. will ngt 

> allelic the Apple of. the Eye, 
On — the very vital Soul of the King- 
dom. 


TT cannot Hhrofore be Matter of Won 
der, to any Nation, that has ever heard of 
4% Englich Name (and to what Nation un- 
der Heaven has not the Fame of England 
extended t) that the Subject of the Britiſh 
Bynpire could be jealous * their commercial 
Rights, tenacious of their Privileges, quick 
and | fenfible to every Outrage and Infracti- 
on," and ready all lite one Man to aſſert | 

' thetr- Country's peculiar Prerogative to 
rele the Sea, and waft their Nn over 
the Face of the whole Eafth, I 


— 


WE might ah ada ire that 1 a 
People, ſhould have ſuffer'd numberleſs De- 
predatians, Tortures, and Deaths, the moſt 
Hideous Cruelties, and barbarous Enormiti es, 


fer 


4 To the REaDER, iii 
'Z for a Courſe of fixteen Years, before they | 
9 . their Complaints to the repreſenta- 
7 tive Body of fo potent a Kingdom. 
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in. THE following Pamphlet was fir 
nd; | drawn up in the Beginning of the Tear 


Wy 1727, and contains a Deduction of authen- * 
tick Facts, which the Author, with an bo- 
oa. ne Simplicity and laudable Zeal for the... 
of Service of his King and Country, has faith- 
ully reported, without Art or Guile, meer- 
'Z by as he was warranted by the original 
Documents in his Cuſtody. Pain d at the - 
Heart to behold the grievous Hardſhips of 
his Countrymen ; -and warm'd with Indig- 
nation to fee his Sovereign treated with all 
the Rudeneſs of Contradiction on the Part 
of the Spaniards, he publiſb'd this Record 
of the Sufferings of the Former, and this 
Monument of the Inſolence, Falſhood, In- 
Juſtice, and Cruelty of the latter. A Re- 
cord, and a Monument, deſerving the Pe- 
ruſal and Attention of every Briton ; and 
which will flir the Blood, and move the 
Heart of every one that has any Duty and 
Aﬀettion for his King and his Country. 


THE Remedy he propoſes for theſe de- 
plnrable Enemies 16 eh cat ; Hog 
of ReprisaL upon thofe Hoſtile Ravagers. 
And it ought to be here obſerv'd that in 4 

| few 


To the RE AD ER. 1 

ſw Days ter ile Publication of this Teal 2 

y in Countil order'd the i N 

— "=> general Letters of Repriſal ; N 
Order was = in the Gazette * th 
28th of my But, for ſome in- 
— — thoſe 2 fo order d, 
were never iſſued; — therefore the Mer- 
3 of” London, and other trading Ports, 
ng apply'd for them in vain, were o- 

age at —— to petition the Parliament 
Great Britain; I Occafion,” 
8 1 theſe dye as: well as, a'. 
Cloud of of were 5 e that 

auguſt Aſembly, with all the Bacher of 
ration, to the Satisfattion of all 

the World, and the — Us all Gain 


ſayers. 


THE. Reſututions 0 the ; Hom, Houſe of 
Commons with m7 fo the Depreda- 
| tions on the Britiſh Subjects both in A. 
merica and Europe committed by the Spa- 
| niards: in manifeſt Violation of Treaties, . 
| together with the Addreſſes of that Hon. 
l Houſe to bis Majeſty thereupon, as likewiſe 
| his Majeſty's moſt . gractous Anſwers to the | 
f ſame, areall too well knnwn to be here repeated. 


*, 
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' NEVERTHELESS, thi 8 Spain's In- 
frattions of 'Treaties, her publick Mockery 3 
of all Faith. and Fuſtice, ber repeated Pi- 3 

ww. racies, ® 
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* vacies, ber multipiyd Barbarities, ber cool 
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To the READER v 


= deliberate Murders, _ her 8 Ef- 

rontery in giving the Lye to uſers, 
2 all been ſo abun euinced; tho 
be Br itiſh Senate bas adduced the irrefra- 


| 8 Pros 74 Fl her Treachery and Inbuma- 
Pity, to t 120 and Convidtion of the 
* 54k World ; tho' that auguſt Body, ſtruck 


with the fad Calamities of their Fellow- 
$8 ubjefts, carried their juſt Complaints ro 


Fbe "Feet of the King; tho” bit Majeſty, the 
rue and tender Father of his People, could 


ſee without feeling the Miſeries of bis 


l aithſul Subjects; ibo he refolved to exert 


bis God-like Power to reheve tbe injured, 


al 
9 3 
_ 
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ſand to roo 5 2 e re 


4 Rae. 3 Union: and en rat mak 


ing lately an abſolute Peace > with the 


Spaniſh Monarch, yet ſtill are the Subjects 
ef Britain rol d and ſpoil d tu tbit very 
Day; and the' Maſters of the oy on 
er d upon the fern por Sar N | 


a * \ 


2 4 8 theſe 8 Gee 1. 
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+ he Britiſh Trade and Navigation is 

© and Subject of a new: Application 
rom the injured + — to the, Repre- 
entatrve Body of this yer great and power- 


ful 


# 
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vi To the READ ER. 3 
ful Nation ; we have thought it. a proper 
Seaſon to put the following Papers once more 
into the Hands of. our Country-men ; believ- © 
ing that our Authors Reaſoning, upon in- 
dubitable Facts, will appear to be abuts 
dantly confirmed by Experience, and that 
the Method he propoſes is rightly adapted 
fo curb effettually the obſtinate Withedneſs © 
of theſe publick Robbers, Far be it from 
us to have the Boldneſi to aſſert, that this 
End can be obtain d by no other poſſible © 
Means; this were as fooliſh as tis raſh; ; 
no, we leave that Determination, as it be- 
comes us, to the Wiſdom of dur Governor; 
and content ourſelves with a naked and art= 
leſs Recital of inconteſtible Facts, which all 4 
clare, fironger than any Force of Elo- 
quence, the diſaſtrous State of the Britin 
Commerce, tbe unutterable Hardſhips of \ 
our Fellow-Subjetts, and the 'abuſed 'Pa- 
tience of our moſt gracious Sovereign,  * 


EITHER our Author's Scheme, or ſome | 
other, F4 equal Efficacy, muſt be ſpeedil) 
purſued ; for it fe ems abſolutely 1n vain 10 5 
expect Redreſs in the Way of Peace, and 
Negotiation. Have we not try'd that, till 
Patience itſelf might be wearied? Alas! wobat 4 

s. can. we have in the Conduct of our 
Commiſſaries at the Court of Spain, whoſe ſh 


Chicanerte we have ſo long pe | A 
| Ob; ® z 5 , 


ld ed 2 N 2 — 
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more | 5 * Col. Stanhope in the Year 1718 declared 
* Zo the Hon. Houſe of Commons, that he 
had preſented at leaſt 25 Memorials to 


Hun- : l 
E N that Cour C, In Relation ro the Complaints 
;pted 1 of our Merchants, without Succeſe. 
in 


* MAY Shame alight upon the venal 
Heads of. thoſe mercenary Scriblers, who 
* make it their Buſineſs to leſſen the Damages 
P their Fellow-Subjefts; whoſe Hearts ſeem 
t be form'd of the ſame hard Metal with 
t their Brow; who can extenuate the blackeſt 
Villanies in the Enemies of their Country, 
hall while they are unaffefted with the grievous 
1 Loſſes, and various Calamities of their Bre- 


1 / thren, to ſuch a Degree of Inſenſibility, as 
to throw out inhuman Sarcaſms upon the 
s of Ip 

Sufferers, bidding them remember how 


terribly they had provoked their Enemies 
ſome Years ago; and telling them, they 
therefore 0UGHT to bear $0ME THING. * 


700 | Monſtrous ! and Incredible! Is this the Pen 
53 1 of an Engliſh Man? But it is enough; 
and Great Britain has now borne enough ; the 


rh, 6 of ber Sufferings is full; and we 


* truſt, the Time of avenging her is now come. 


4 fa 


viii To the READ ER. 
to theſe intollerable Outrages of the Spa- 
niards. 


TS it poſſible for a Briton to read the 
daily Inſtances of their unabated Inſolence 
both by Sea and Land, before Gibraltar, 
and on the Face of the Ocean, without pro- 
per Emotion of Spirit? Shall we be mocked, 
abuſed, and trifled with any longer ? Have 
we not anſwer d every Allegation of theirs, 
reſpecting a contraband Trade, to the Sa- 
tigfaction of every indifferent Fudg e? And 
has not even our Right to the Trade of the 
Bay of Campeachy, - Fr the Foot of Trea- 
ties, been clear'd an 
D iſpute by the honourable Board of Trade 
in a publick Repreſentation preſented to his 
late 25 ? 35 ay then with theſe ſhame- 
leſs —— and idle Excuſes. us 
bear no more of them. Let us make up, 
eur ſelves, that Reckoning, «which the Spa- 
niards laugh at our expecting from them. Let 
res call them to Account for three or four 
bundred Ships (for that Number will be 
proved againſt them) which they have 
taken and plundered; for all the innocent 
Blood they have ſpilt; for all the innu- 
merable Barbarities they have exerciſed; 
and for all the Expence 2 Life and Treaſure 
Britain has been put to, both at Gibraltar, and 
*n the coſily Expediticn of Admiral Hoſier. 


erted beyond all _ | 
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2 To the READER. 1x 

ba- Let that Hoſt of our gallant Countrymen 

* who, together with their flouter Ships, be- 

came the Prey of Water-Worms in an hor- 
the rible Climate, be, at length, attoned. To all 
nee & this we are excited by every Civil Motive 
ar, © that can lay hold on the Heart of Man. If 
ro- wee have any Duty and Reſpect for the 
ed, Perſon and Majeſty of the King; any Re- 
we mains of Love for our Country ; any Regard 
rs, for the antient Glory of the Nation; any real 
2- Deſire for the Proſperity of the Kingdom; 
"md 4 the Spoilers ſhall be ſpoiled,and the Rava- 
the gers of Britain ſhall feel the Force of that 
a- © righteous Power which God and Nature 
all have conferr'd upon her, to awe the Na- 


de tions, to 2 her own Rights, to deſend 
bis 


the Oppreſſed, and to abaſe the Proud. 


„ 7 


epredations and Ravages 


of Committed by the 


Do not queſtion but it has 
been the generally receiv'd 
Belief, till very lately, ſince 
we have. begun to be al- 
larm'd here in Europe, with 
EARS new Diſputes and Conten- 
F tions between ſome of the 
Freateſt Powers thereof, that ever fince 
he Treaty of Urrecht in 1712, all the 
Farties included in it have enjoy'd the 
Benefits of an uninterrupted Repoſe aftet 
B 2 
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a bloody and expenſive War; bating on- Þ) ' 
ly ſome few Interruptions on Account 0 75 1 
Claims of the Emperor and the King of 0, 
Spain not then ſettled, which ſo far a 4 
the ſame could affect Great Britain Ha 
were adjuſted by the Treaty of Londns' I 
in 1718. But how great a Calm ſoevet n 
we may have enjoy'd here at Home, the 2 
Britiſh Subjects in the Weſt-Indies have 
ſhar'd but very little of it, with reſpe& 8 
to their Commerce and Navigation: And * 
perhaps it will appear in the Sequel of 
this Paper, that they are greater Sufferers, 
or more properly greater Loſers, by : 
Peace, which, without having the Bene- 
fit of Repriſals allow'd them, has ty'd up 
their Hands from defending their Pro- &, 
perty againſt the Invaſions of the Sub- : 
jets of Spain, by their Guarda-Coftas, * 
under Pretence of their Right to guard 
againſt clandeſtine Trade, than they were 
by the War, which put them on a Level 
with their Enemies. ; 


To ſay nothing here of other Britiſ 
Plantations in the Weft-Indies, and even 
on the Continent of America, ſuch as 
New-England, and other Parts who have 
ſuffer d Captures at Sea by the Spaniards: * 
It is moſt certain that the Iſland of 7a- 0 
maica in particular has been almoſt * 3 
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py their Infractions of the Treaty of U- 
Trecht; who, without any Regard there- 
4 or to former Treaties of Commerce 
eviv'd thereby, particularly that in 1670, 
th ated all along the ſame Hoſtilities 
d Depredations that can be vindicable 
By by the Laws of Nations in a Time 
of open War: Nay, and have in many 
Caſes proceeded to Violences and Barba- 
zities, not to be parallel'd but by Pirates. 


1 Ir may poſſibly appear to be a Para- 
x to many who are unacquainted with 
e Occurrences in that diſtant World, 
at the Subjects of his Catholic Majeſty 
have for the Space of fourteen Years laſt 
Paſt, been in a Manner at open War 
 Fvith the Subjects of a Prince in Amity 
With their Maſter, eſpecially while the 
Tn; e at Madrid has been, Peace 
ſvith England, and War with all the 
orld befides. But there have appear'd 
ch unconteſtable Authorities of late, to 
nvince us that it is ſo, now ſince the 
ntending Parties in Europe have pub- 


Iſh'd their | ſeveral Pretenſions, Claims 
gnd Complaints to the World, that with- 
put the Neceſſity of a particular Specifi- 
Fation of Facts, which nevertheleſs I in- 
gend to give, it might be hop'd there is 

$9 Man, how * or incredulous 
; 8 2 


ſoever, 


(4) 


ſoever, who will impoſe ſo far upon his 


I 


% 


own Judgment, as to ſuſpe& a Truth 'F 


Which has been ſo much the Subject o 
Complaint, againſt Spain of late, both a 
that Court, and the Court of France, and 


verify'd in ſuch a Manner, as to receive. 


the Sanction of his moſt Chriſtian Ma. 
jeſty to the Confirmation of it. 


Ir may ſeem yet a greater Paradox, 
that, notwithſtanding the reiterated Com- 
plaints that have been made both to the 
reſpective Spaniſh Governors by the ſe- 
veral Parties injur'd, and by Mr. Stan. 
hope to the Court of Madrid, no Colou 
of Satisfaction, or Reparation, has eve! 
been made (excepting in one only Caſe, 
as ſhall be hereafter related) for all, 
any of thoſe numerous Depredation 


and Hoſtilities of the Spaniards, by whic 


(as the Enquiry obſerves) the whole Com: 


merce of Jamaica has been well nigh de. 


froy'd, and the Trade of that Iſland . 
duc d to a miſerable Condition. But th 


Wonder ceaſes, when we come to knoy 
that the moſt notorious Breaches of Trea- 
ties committed by the Spamards, have 
always been under the Sanction of Au- 
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thority from their Governors; and con- 


ſequently that the Court of Madrid muſt 


not only have been privy thereto, but 
: cer- 


Da 
* 
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certainly have authoriz'd the Conduct of 
their Governors, who ſurely durſt nor 

have commiſſion'd their Guarda-Coſtas, 

in a Time of profound Peace in Europe, 

to act in a diametrical Oppoſition thereto 

in the Weſt-Indies, without the ſecret 

Powers and Orders of their Superiors at 

Madrid. And what muſt determine us to 
judge thus of the uncandid Behaviour of 
the Court of Madrid, is the Diſregard 

they have always ſhew'd to the repeated 

Complaints which have been made to 

them on this Subject. 


Bu r the moſt ſurpriſing Scene that 
Imagination itſelf could invent is now 0- 
pen d, fince the Publication of the Ler- 
ters and Memorials which have lately paſs d 
between the Courts of Great-Britain, France, 
and Spain: For who would not be aſto- 
niſh'd to find the Miniſters of Spain in 
their Letters overthrowing all our Com- 
plaints in this Matter as abſolutely ground- 
leſs and chimerical, not fo much as ac- 
knowledging even One of the numberle/3 
Injuries and Violences ſuſtain'd from their 
 Guarda-Coftas ſince the Peace of Utrecht; 
but on the contrary, endeavouring, with 
all the Air of Veracity, to perſuade the 
World what notorious Contradictions to 
Truth our Miniſters have all along been 
impoſing upon it! ALL 


(6) 


ALL the World has heard that Me- 
morials have been preſented to the Go- 
vernment concerning theſe Depredations 
of the Spaniards in the Weſt-Ingzes, and 
tranſmitted to Mr. Stanhope at Madrid, 
who we find in his Repreſentation to. the 
King of Spain dated Sept. 25. 1720, par- 
ticularly ſays, That the notorious In- 
c fractions which the Spaniſh Guarda- 
© Cofias have for a long Time made 
with reſpect to the Commerce and Nay 
« vigation of his Majeſty's Subjects in the 
« Weſt-Indies, have been often complain d 
* of without the leaſt Appearance of Sa- 
e tisfaction or Reparation.” And in his 
Letter to the Marqueſs de Paz dated 
Nov. 25. 1726, © complains that not- 
<« withſtanding the frequent Repreſenta- 
ce tions which he has made, the Court 
* of Spain has not thought fit to put an 
« End to the Depredations and oper Ho- 
5e ſtilities which have been for ſome Time 
« almoſt daily committed in thoſe Parcs 
ce by the Spantards, or to give the King 
4 the leaſt Satisfaction for the Damages 
done to his Subjects in Violation of 
e all Treaties; Damages ſo many, and 
* ſo great, that this Treatment from 
* his Cai bolicł = 6 would have ſuf- 
* ficiently juſtify'd the ange _—_ 
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« the moſt vigorous Meaſures for Re- 
« dreſs.” 


Ir is alſo as univerſally known, that 
the King of France has lately confirm'd 
the Truth of theſe Memorials and Com- 
plaints, in the Anſiber made by that 
Court to the Complaints of Spain, con- 
cerning the Behaviour of Great Britain, in 


the following Words, * His moſt Chri- 


e ſtian Majeſty having inform'd himſelf 
« about that Affair, found (and Mr. Wal- 
* pole made it appear very plain to him) 
* that the Catholick King has been the 
* firſt who has offended againſt the Trea- 
« ties which have long ſubſiſted betwixt 
« England and Spain, by the Confiſcati- 
* on of a great Number of Engliſh Ships, 
« and by mumberleſs Reaſons of Com- 
«* plaints which are given to England for 
« ſeveral Years laſt paſt, of which a 
«* Memorandum was ſent to Mr. Stanhope, 


c in Order to ſhew them to the Mini- 


&« ſters of his Catholick Majeſty: And 
e that the King of Spain, inſtead of giv- 
ing Satisfaction to England concerning 
theſe Grievances, has on the contrary 
* increas'd them. 5 


NEveERTHELESs, the Minifters of 
Spain have not been aſham'd' to contra- 
dict 


(8) 


di& all this, in ſuch a Manner, as muſt 
ſtartle the Belief of thoſe who have no 
more than a general Knowledge of the 
Affair, and make them almoſt ready to 
give up a Truth which but juſt now it 
would have argu'd the wildeſt Scepticiſin 
to doubt of. The King of Spain (ſays 
the Marqueſs de Paz in his Letter to 
« Mr. Stanhope dated Auguſt 19. 1720.) 
has not interrupted, nor moleſted hi- 
<« therto the Commerce which the Sub- 
« jets of England carry on lawfully in 
* all his Majeſty's Dominions, and taken 
Care only to put a Stop to unlawful 
“ Commerce in the Weft-Tndies, which 
“is prohibited to all Nations by the 
Las of theſe, and thoſe Kingdoms, 
and no leſs by Virtue of what is ſti- 
<« pulated and articled in the very Trea- 
« ties of Peace and Commerce with En- 
gland. And in another Letter to Mr. 
Stanhope dated Sept. 30. 1726, © The 
« Complaint which has for its Subject 
« the Conduct of the Guarda-Coſtas, and 
« which traduces their Operations as In- 
« fractions of Commerce, and of the 
“ Treaties, is in all Reſpects (ſays he) 
«© the moſt unjuſt that could be form' d, 
e becauſe thoſe Ships have not done any 
« Thing but in Diſcharge of their Du- 
« ty, by hindering as much as poſſible, 
only 


74 " 
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"W © only the unlawful and clandeſtine Com- 
s merce of all Nations in the Meſt-Indies, 
7 "cc from which they are ſo ſolemnly pro- 

* hibited by Virtue of repeated Trea- 


* 55 
4 c ries, 


I conrFtss, when I firſt read this laſt 
Petter in the Evening-Poſt of 24 Dec. I 

was ready to ſuſpe& it not to be genu- 
Ine, till the Marqueſs de Pozobueno's Let- 
"Fr to the Duke of Newcaſtle appear'd in 
e ſame Strain, and both were publiſh'd 
Authority. The King my Maſter 
* (fays de Pozobueno) was more juſtly ſur- 
priz'd that ſuch glaring Hoſtiliries 
(meaning the Operations of Admiral Ho- 
ſier in tbe Weſt-Indies) ſhould be pre- 
i cended to be juſtify'd by the Pretext 
that Juſtice has not been done upon 
the repeated Complaints of Mr. Stan- 
Hope, with Reſpect to ſo many Engliſb 
Ships, which tis exaggerated have been 
taken, and pillaged by the Guarda- 
EF Co/tas of his Majeſty in the Indies, it 
being evident, that 20 Specifick Caſs of 
any ſuch Prizes has yet been ſeen. What 

is certain (he adds) is, that Engli/b 
Ships, and others of other Nations, 
"F< which have been attack'd, and taken 
in thoſe Seas, were contraband and 
good Prize, becauſe of the unlawful 
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* Commerce they exercis d, or endea- 
« your'd to exerciſe in the Indies. The 
« very Places only where they were met, 
e and taken (continues he) is a ſufficient 
e Proof of a Navigation forbid by the 
© Tenour of Treaties.” 


La) 


Now, if there were not a Cloud of 
Witneſſes againſt all theſe poſitive Aſſe- 
verations, expreſs'd in a Manner ſo ſo- 
lemn by the Miniſters of Spain, conſi- 
dering the Dignity of their Characters, I 
could hardly blame any one for ſuſpend- 
ing his Judgment in an Affair, where the 
Miniſters of the reſpective Princes have 
fo abſolutely contradicted one another. 
But we ſhall ſoon ſee with what Colour 
of Truth the Miniſters of Spain have 
aſſerted, That his Britannick Majeſty com- 
plains of Infractions on their King's Part, 
without being able to prove the leaſt Hoſti- 
lity, Diſregard, or Action that is not con- 


formable to the beſt Correſpondence. 


In the firſt Place therefore, let us e- 
amine what is meant by no Specific Caſt * 
of any Prizes having yet been ſeen, as 
the Marqueſs de Pozobueno expreſſes it. 
It muſt either be underſtood, firſt, that 
no Liſt of Ships ſeiz'd by their Guarda- 
Coftas, was ever laid before the Court of 

| Spain 8 
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3 Spain by Mr. Stanhope ; bur I think we 
have no Reaſon to believe this, ſince it 
is certain that Memorials were tranſmit- 
ted to Mr. Stanhope for that Purpoſe; 
Mor is it deny'd by the Spaniſb Miniſters, 
that theſe Tofrations made by their 
ZGuarda-Coftas have been often complain'd 


of by him; fo that to doubt of this, we 
2 as well doubt whether there is ſuch 
* City as Madrid: Or in the ſecond Place, 
he muſt mean, that no Complaints of 
*Appeal were ever lodg'd at Madrid by 
the Parties injur'd ; but to prove that this 
alſo is not true, I need only name one 
Caſe, which to my particular Knowledge 
as depended there ever ſince the Year 
714, without any Determination, after 
ving gone through the tedious and ex- 


8 penſive Courſe of the Courts in the In- 


lies, vis. the Hunter of New-York, Ri- 
Jones Maſter, which was bound 
amaica, and ſeiz d and carry d by 


cbard 


and Cargo were condemn'd: Or laſtly, 


by a Specific Caſe muſt be meant a juſt 
"FX Caſe, (that is, what the Court of Spain 
will admit to be ſuch;) and here like- 
- wiſe to prove that the Spaniſb Ambaſſa- 


it. dor is miſtaken, I ſhall inſert one Caſe of 


an Ap 


peal, which I have by me, atteſted 
under the Hand of a Gentleman who 
C 2 was 
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was Supercargo of the Ship concern'd, 
and which for ſome extraordinary Cir- 
cumſtances deſerves more than a bare 
general Mention. The Caſe was thus: 


The Blackwosd Galley of London, Jobn 


Hamilton Commander, being in the Year 


1723, bound from Cork and Madeira, 
with Proviſion to Curaſoe and Jamaica, 
on the 197th of May was taken on the 
High Seas ſeventy Leagues to Windward 
of Curaſoe, by two Spaniſh Sloops be- 
longing to Cumana in Andaluzia, com- 


manded by Don Joſeph Lopez, and car- 


ry'd thither, where on the 2oth of July 
thereafter ſhe was condemn'd by the Go- 
vernor of that Province Don Juan de la 


Tornera Sola. Upon which an Appeal 


was made by Captain Hamilton to the | 
Council of the Indies at Madrid; which © 
ſo irritated the Governor, that he kepft 


him, his Crew and Paſſengers in cloſe 
Confinement until October, and then ſhi 


ped them as Priſoners aboard the Wind- 8 
dard Armada bound to Vera Cruz, to 


hinder them as much as poſſible from 
getting Home to proſecute the Appeal. 
However, in May 1724, Captain Hamik- 
tan arriv'd at London, and gave a Right 
to his Appeal to the Royal Exchange Aſ- 
ſurance- Company, who proſecuted it at 
Madrid under the Management of our 

Con- 
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1 Conſul Mr. Kane and Mr. Stratford, and 


after ten or twelve Months Dependance 


obtain'd with great Charge a Cedula for 


recovering of the Governor 14000 Pieces 
Sf Eight only, as the Value of Ship and 
Cargo, though they were ſold for near 


ö ? our Times the Value at Cumana; and 
this Cedula for 14000 Pieces of Eight 
may be now purchas'd for leſs than 400/, 


10 difficult it will be to recover the ſame. 


HE Rx certainly is a glaring Inſtance 
of a Specifick Caſe, of as unjuſt a Seizure 
and Depredation as ever was made, and 
that on the High Seas, without any the 
leaſt Pretence of unlawful Commerce; 
and yet the Marqueſs de Paz can tell 
Mr. Stanhope with an Air of high Re- 


ſentment, that his Complaint of the Con- 
duct of their Guarda-Coſtas is in all Re- 
= /pefts the moſt unjuſt that could be form d; 
— Fand the Marqueſs de Pozobueno can with 
the ſame Poſitiveneſs ſecond the other, 
ſaying it is evident, that no Specifick Caſe 
3 of any ſuch Prizes has yet been ſeen. Sure- 

ly neither of theſe Gentlemen could be 


perſonally ignorant of ſuch Appeals and 
Complaints being laid before the Council 


of the Indies at Madrid, becauſe they 
IX themſelves are ex oficio Members and 


Judges of the ſaid Council, which is 


com- 


( 14.) 

compos'd of the King as Preſident, and 
of all the Publick Officers of State: But 
as Publick Miniſters, they are oblig'd in 
ſome Caſes it ſeems to contradict their 
private Conſciences, and to tell us that 
our Complaints of their Guarda-Coftas 
are only labour d Pretexts and groundleſ; 
Suſpicians. 


WIE ought to obſerve by Way of 
Wonder, that the above is one Inſtance, 
and the only one that I ever heard of 
Juſtice done by the Spaniards in ſuch 
Appeals; for in 3 Weft-Indies no Man- 
ner of Satisfaction was ever made, or 
could be procured from their Governors 


for any Seizure whatſoever made by their 


Guarda-Coftas: Nay, the Owners can 
hardly obtain Council to plead for them, q M 
for 8 of the Governors Reſentment, "Th 1 


a remarkable Inſtance of which we have 


in the Caſe of the Blackwood above men- A 
tion'd; for Don Franciſco Olivier, for of 1 
drawing up the Appeal, incurr'd the Go- 


vernor's Diſpleaſure to ſo high a Degree, 
that he ſent a Guard of Soldiers to ap- 
prehend him; but he made his Eſcape 
into a Convent, and from thence got 
privately on board the Veſſel where the 
Captain was ſhipt for Vera Cruz, with 


whom he afterwards arriv'd at , 
an 


tx 
* 
5 * 
. "A 


1 


Bur and manag'd the Appeal at Madrid. 
heir Bur above all, can any Thing be 


that more contrary to the Treaties ſub ing 
las between the two Crowns, than to im- 
dleſs priſon the Britiſb Subjects for ſo many 
| Months, as in the Caſe above, only for 

entring an Appeal againſt an unjuſt Judg- 
of ment, and ſending them away to the re- 


1ce, | moteſt Parts of the Weft-Inadres, the De- 
| of "Sen of which was plainly to detain che 
ach Plunder, by hindering the Proſecution of 
an- the Appeal? For in caſe of the Death of 

or 8 Captain no Appeal could have been 
\ors made, and the Governor had a good 
\eir Chance for that, from the hard Uſage 
they met with, eſpecially by being con- 
fim d on Shipboard ſo long in that Coun- 
try. From whence let any one judge what 
inſuporable Difficulties and Dangers muſt 
attend an Appeal to Madrid, and that after 
going through the Proceſs of the Courts of 
the Veſ-Indies; fo that many have choſe 
do fit down with their firſt Loſs, rather 
chan run the Riſque of the Governor's 
fatal Diſpleaſure by appealing, and of 
being ruin'd a ſecond Time by the Ex- 
— pence of Time and Money in proſecut- 
ing ſuch Appeal at Medrid, 


* 


AND 
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AND it has been to no Purpoſe that 


the Governors of Jamaica have com- 
plain'd, from Time to Time, by Letters 
to the Spaniſh Governors, of theſe unjuſt 
Depredations of their Guarda-Coſtas; who, 
far from ordering any Satisfaction to be 
made, have always given ſuch inſulting 
Anſwers to every Governor that has been 
in Jamaica ſince the Peace in 1712, as 
if his Majeſty had been in no Condition 
to reſent ſuch Injuries: An Inſtance or 
two of which will at the ſame Time 
ſhew the Injuſtice of the Seizures com- 


plain'd of. 


Soon after the Peace, viz. on the | 


gth of January 1713, the Sloop Charles, 
Anthony Smith Maſter, laden with Com- 
modities of the Produce of Jumai- 
ca, taken in at a Place called Blewfelds 
in the ſaid Iſland, in order to tranſport 
them to Port Royal, was met by a Sloop 
commiſſion'd out of Trinidado, com- 
manded by Monſieur Norat, who took 
and made Prize of the Sloop and Cargo 
worth above 400o/. Upon which Lord 
Archibald Hamilton, Governor of Jamai- 
ca, at the Inſtance of the Owner, wrote 
a Letter to the Governor of Trinidad, 


demanding Reſtitution ; but all the Re- 
| ſtitution 


b ( ip ) 


ſtitution he order'd was the following 
haughty ili-bred Anſwer, vr. That the 

that Ny Governor of Jamaica was not a  Gentle- 
om- zan; That there was not 4 Gentleman 
i Jamaica; and that the Owner might 

rale bis Demand and wipe bis Arſe with 
ho, . 2A 1 11397 


be „„ 23% Ku Hiro fa 
ting 5 HERE I would aſk M. de Pozdbazna; 
een irhether the Navigation of this Sloop 
„as from one Part of the Ifland to another 
100 pas forbid by the. Tenour of Treaties; or 
or much rather, was not the Grarda-Cofta, 
me Which took it, out of his Navigation, 
m- according to his own Suppoſition ? For, 
in truth the Treaties do not ' prohibic 
© failing on the open Seas, but only Trad- 
ing in one another's Settlements. 


N TFE ſame Lord Archibald Hamilton 
received no better Anſwer on many more 
Complaints of the like Nature; and one 
other I ſhall particularly name. The 
Sloop Thomas and Elizabeth being bound 
to the Mufquitos to trade with the In- 
= 4:ans, was, in her Return in Oclober 
1714, taken by a Spaniſh Brigantine be- 
: longing. to Trinidado, and after _ 

i- given, Brian Wells, the Mate of the 
fe Sloop, was killed in cold Blood. The 
0, Sloop was carry'd into Port and con- 
- D demned. 
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(18 ) 
demned. On which Occafion Lord Ar. 
chibald Hamilton wrote a Letter to the 
Alcaldes of Trinidado, demanding Reſti- 
tution of the ſaid Sloop and Cargo, and 
of three others alſo, unjuſtly taken by 
them. But after conſulting together, they 
returned for Anfwer (only by Word of 
Mouth) that the Privateer (alias Guarda- 
Coſta) who had brought the Sloop in, had 


fold her, received the Money, and was gone 


about his Bufineſs; ſo that they had nothin 

to make him Satisfaction. And that if t 

Owner had a Mind to have the Sloop again, 
he muſt buy her of the Man who bought 
her. Now it was not ſo much as pre- 
tended, that any of theſe four Sloops 
were out of their Navigation or Contra- 


band, but only that they were not able 
forſooth to make Satisfaction or Repara- 


tion for them. 


Bu r muſt it not here raiſe our Indig- 


tion and Reſentment, to reflect on the 
cruel and barbarous Temper of the Spa- 7 
niards, as well as their Depredations and 


Hoſtilities in a Time of Peace, to mur- 
der in cold Blood, after Quarter given, 
of which there are many more Inftances; 
and I think they ought not to be paſs d 
over without mentioning one or two of 
them. : 

IN 
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In the Vear 1722, Capt. Candler in 


the Launceſton Man of War being on the 


Cruize to protect the Inward-bound Trade 
5 the Inſults of the Spaniſb Guarda- 


Coſtas, ſaw a Sail which he ſuſpected to 


be one of them; as he was acquainted 
with their Practices, he bore away as if 
he intended to avoid. her. His Deſign 
ſucceeded, for the other imagining him 
to be a Merchant-Man purfued, ' and on 
coming up laid him aboard, but was ſoon 
made ſenſible of the Miſtake. In ſearch- 
ing his Papers, Capt. Candler, met with 
ſeveral that related to a Veſſel fitted our 
from Port-Royal, and bound to Curaſſo 
(a Dutch Iſland) which had been miſſing 


ſome Months. And ſoon after their Ar- 
rival at Jamaica with the Guarda Coſta, 
the Maſters of two Ships belonging to 

Beton in New-England, who had been 
taken by them, gave in their Information 


to the Governor on Oath, on which 


Thirty Nine of them were try'd, con- 


victed, and executed; and ſome of them 
paſs d, confeſs'd that 


they had taken the Veſſel before · mention d. 
and that they murdered all * Men be / 
Llonging to her. | 
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Ax o inthe Year: 1715, the Port- 
Royal; Jahn Steben Commander, being 
red by a Samiſb Ship called the Mar- 

quedore, a Volley of ſmall Arms vas fired 
at her, after ſhe had ſtruck, whereby the 
ain was _— wounded, and "Lied 
the next Day. After which the Captain 
of the Gaarda-ifta having iorder'd the 
Crew aboard his Ship, he tortot d one 
of them by c gthe Jaws of the Cock of 

a Firelock upon his Tongue, to make him 

confeſs that the ſaid Sloop uias bound to 
Rw de la Hacha; and thtreatned to uſe the 
reft of chem after the ſame Manner, if 
they did not ſign a/written Paper to that 
Effect, which chty did to avdid the Tor- 
tue. And about two Months after they 
were - brought into Carthagend as Priſo- 
ners, where they | continu'd about four 
Months, and the DEN ag * were 
e 12 fi [ 4 
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＋ HERE hine been 8 Mas vet. J f 
Jamaica, which we 


may reaſonably conclude met the ſame 
Fate from the Guarda- Coſtas, with thoſe 
of which we have any Information; par- 
ticularly a Brigantine belonging to Lewis 
Galdy, which was never heard of after 
ſhe went out of the Port. But Accounts 

| . were 


> 

* 
* 
* 


ere receiv'd from the Spaniſb Settle- 
ments, that the Spaniards were heard to 
dell one another of the ſaid Veſſel being 
eaken and plunder'd by them, and that 
ter putting the whole Crew to cruel 


Portures, they murder d every Man of 


them, 


4 
5 SIR Nicholas Laws alſo made many 
@bmplaines to the Spaniſh Governors. 


 Wrticularly upon a Memorial of the 


Merchants of King ſton and Port-Royal, 
the Governor in Council 1716, ſetting 
Arth the many and great Loſſes they and 
hers had ſuſtain'd by the Subjects of 
e King of Spain, ſince the Ceſſation of 
Arms; and that many of his Majeſty's 


; | Subjects were kill'd and wounded in Be- 
o- WMence of their Veſſels and Goods; and 


e in cold Blood; with Affidavits prov- 
g the ſame; his Majeſty's Ship the Ad- 


| 4 enture, Captain Thomas Reynolds, was 


nt by the Governor to St. Jago and 


: rinidado, to repreſent the Injuſtice of 


Tommirted by Perſons who exceeded their 


Commiſſions, and who ſhould be treated 


s Pirates whenever they were met with. 


hus it appears that theſe were the Pro- 


J eedings of Guarda-Cofias who had Com- 


miſſions ; 
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miſſions; and that they did not exceed 


the Power the Governors gave them, dd * 


afterwards more fully appear, by theit 
being again fitted out in the ſame Man. 
ner, and committing the like Hoſtilitie 
as before. 


AN p in the Year 1722, Sir Nichola * 


wrote @ Letter to the Governor of the 
Havana, concerning the taking of the 


Ship Unity, belonging to the Africa 


Company, and other Depredations of th: 
Spamards during his Government; which 
I ſhall inſert verbatim, with an Affidavit 
annex'd thereunto, in order to ſet the 
whole in as manifeſt a View as poſſible, 
and to ſhew what Regard ought to be 


had to the fine Speeches of the Span? 
Miniſters, in Contradiction to the repea- 
ed Memorials and Complaints made b 
ours; to the many Evidences of the par- 


ticular Facts on which theſe Complaint 


are founded, by Oaths and Depoſitions 


taken before the Governor of Jamaica 
and others; and to the Sanction of bis 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to the Whole; 
who, (as the Count de Marville ſays in 


his Letter to the Pope's Nuncio of the 


I1th of Nov. 1726.) © was extremely 
« ſtruck with all the Proofs, by which 


his Britanmck Majeſty makes out 
cc 0 
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che Court of Spain were the firſt, who 


by previous Proceedings made a Breach 
in bs Peace of Europe.” 


2 
* 
5 : 


tter from Sir Nicholas Laws 10 
& the Governor of the Havana. 
4 HIS Letter will be delivered to 
| « your Excellency by Meſſ. Ni- 
bolſon and Calder, who are impowered 
the Agents for the Royal-African 
«Tompany of England, to make Appli- 
M ration to your Excellency, for Reſtitu- 
Wtion of the Ship Unity, with 257 Ne- 
groes, belonging to the ſaid Company. 


„ Your Excellency will be pleas'd 
o obſerve, by the authentick Proofs 


d Certificates, which are herewith 


"@ranſinicted, that the ſaid Ship and Ne- 


groes were moſt unjuſtly taken off of 
Tiberoon, on the Coaſt of Hiſpaniola, on 
the 28th of Fuly laſt, by a Spaniſh 
Sloop; which I am informed carried the 
ſaid Ship and Negroes into Trinidado, 
under your Excellency's Juriſdiction ; 
and that the Alcaldes of that Place have 
condemned them on Suggeſtion of the 
Captors, that they found her trading on 
chat Coaſt: The contrary of wn 
« will 
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e frequent Depredations, and are guilty 
© of the moſt enormous Crimes, with- 3 


© thoſe in Authority, who permit them 
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« will evidently appear by the enclosd 
« Depofitions, as well as from the Na. 
« ture of the Thing it ſelf; therefore! 
* cannot doubt your Excellency's order. 
te ing full and ample Satisfaction, &c. 


« In a former Letter I repreſented to 
* your Excellency, as well as to the reſt 
« of my neighbouring Spaniſb Governors 
e but more particularly to the Goyernor 
* of St. Jago, and the Akaldes of Tri 
* nidado, the many Acts of Piracies and 
© Robberies committed on the Subject; 
© of the King my Maſter, by Veſſesn 
© fitted out of Trimdado, and other 
* Ports, with Commiſſions, as they pre- 
« tend, to guard their Coaſt from unlau- « 
« ful Traders: But in reality, under 


* Colour of ſuch Commiſſions, commit 


« out (ſo far as I can underſtand) their «« 
« ever being puniſhed for them. Oni 
« the contrary, they are not only ad- 
« mitted with their Prizes, as they call 
te them, into the Port of Trinidado, in 
te particular, where they are immediately | 
* condemned, the Negroes and Goods 
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« ſhared and divided, but the Captors © 


* are alſo encouraged in their Villany b7 


« 0 fo 1 


(260 


„to refit their Veſſels, ſhare in theit 
osd g. Plunder, and ſend them out again in 


der. Ir muſt be no leſs ſurpriſing to his 
F Catholick Majeſty, than it will be to 

che King my Maſter, when they re- 
d to ceive an Account of ſuch unwarranta- 


reſt g ble Proceedings iti Time of profound 
ars Peace; which muſt appear a manifeſt 
reno! IF Breach of that good Agreement ſti- 
Tri. pula ted between the two Crowns, and 
and which in our reſpective Capacities ought 
jects f to be. cultivated and improved to the 
ſſe F utmoſt of our Power. As for my Part, 


I can with great Confidence aſſure 


bre. ee your Excellency, it has been my con- 
a- © ſtant Endeavour, that ſtrict Juſtice 
der WF ©* ſhould be done to ſuch of the Spa- 
mit . 27/5) Nation who have had Demands 
i here ſince the Ceſſation of Arms; 
th- "IF © and ſeveral of them have already had 


$ © ample Reſtitution: Bur I am ſorry that 

== I have it to ſay, my Maſter's Subjects 

d- have not met with reciprocal Juſtice 

all © from the Spaniſb Governors. 

in . Ian with great Truth and Sincerity, 
Your Excellency's moſt Oledient, 


> | And moſt Humble Servant, 
Jamaica, Oct. 24. | 
4 1722, | N1cu. Laws. 
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The Depofttion of Thomas sin. 
mons, and others, late belonging 
to the Unity, Francis Plaiſted 
Commander. | 1 
PT . = * 
'HESE Deponents do ſeverally de- 
poſe and ſay, That on the 28th 
of Fuly laſt, about eight Leagues diſtancde 
from Cape Tiberoon, they obſerved a Sloop 
ſteering in their Wake, with a black Pen- 
dant on their Maſt-head, and a Bloody- 
Jack on the Bowſprit-end, which they 
did believe to be a Pirate; upon which 
the Captain ordered a Gun to be fired at 
them, which they returned; and after 
viewing them ſome Time, and perceiving 
them to be a Ship from Africa, with Bi. . 


N 7 oes, they came under their Stern, $ - 


fired a Volley of ſmall Arms, and i. 
then clapt them on board, took Poſſeſſion 4 
5 

: 


of the Veſſel, barbarouſly uſing their 
People, and deſtroying whatever came 
in thei Way; and x bus during the whole 
Action, they hoiſted no other Colours, 
than the black Pendant, and Bloody- Jack. 


£ 
4 * 


THESE Deponents further ſay, that 
the Day after they were ordered to hoiſt 
out the ſaid Ship Uxity's Boat, and: all the 

; PR Crew = 


( 27 ) 


3 "Ol to go into her; and were inform 
d, the Commander had given Orders 
"For a Shot to be fired into her, with Intent 
fink the ſaid Long-boat, and deſtroy 
e Company in her. But at the Inter- 
\ E&ffion of two Engliſb Men aboard, they 
Were taken into the faid Sloop again; 
Where they continued till three the next 
Morning, when, by the Aſſiſtance of 
e faid Engliſb Men, they went into the 

at, with two Pieces of Beef and ſome 
acer, and arrived at this Iſland the it 
Auguſt laſt 


FE 23D s E Deponents further ON lie 
om their Departure from Barbadves, 
Whey did not touch at any Port, but were 
eering directly to this Iſland; and that 
trthe Time of the Capture, chere were 
In board 257 Slaves, belonging to the 
an Company; and that during 
" Pei Paſſage, they did not ſpeak with 

y Veſſel, or any other Craft, ſo. that 
1 could not have any Trade. * 

worn befor John Lewis. - 


His * the Duke of rental 
i no ſucceeded Sir Nicholas Laws, had 
4 ven leſs Regard ſhown to him if poſſible 
han was ſhown to his Predeceſſors by the 
- Governors, upon the many Com- 
E 2 plüwKhalnts 
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(28) | 
plaintsof this Kind which he had Occaſion / 1 
to make; of which one Inſtance may 
ſuffice, in the Caſe of the Caſſandra, be- 
longing to the Eaſt- India Company, which 
was taken by the Pirates in the E,. 
Indies, and carry'd by them to Carthage. 
na in the e, Indles His Grace thy 
Duke of Portland ſent a Man of War 
to demand her; but the Governor o 
Carthagena not only pardon'd the Pirates 
who made a Preſent to him of Ship and 
Cargo, though they had no ore" Rich 
ſo to do than he had to accept of it, but 
the Succeſs being ſo good to himſelf, he 
gave them Leave to fit out again in 
Hopes no doubt of ſuch another lucky; * 
Expedition, | 3 


4 
= 
re 
5 


Tus ſeyeral Inſtances already given 
of Specifick Caſes of Prizes (as de Poz. 
bueno expreſſes it) are all of them a Con- 
futation of the /econd Head of the Rep 
of the Spamſbþ Miniſters to Mr. Stan. 
bope's Complaints, as well as of the f, 
For whereas they are pleas'd to affirm. 
that .** Engliſh Ships which have been 
be attack'd and taken in the Veſt- Indie, 
were contraband and good Prizes; 
this is abſolutely falſe in every one of the lh 
Caſes abovemention d; and J could name 

great many more. Was the Blackwood, 
N which} 4 


© 
* 
= 


4 ww i {71> N= 


1 
4 d 


T3 
"XZ which was bound with Proviſions to 
Curaſoe, a Dutch Settlement, and taken 


$-ontraband and lawful Prize? Was the 
Sloop Charles, which was laden with Su- 
Sear, Rum, and other produce of Fama:- 
ca, and bound from one Port of the 
Iſland to another, a contraband Prize? Was 
the Thomas and Elizabeth which traded to 
the Mu/quitos, a Nation independent on the 
BS-antards, and dependent on Jamaica, a 
awful or contraband Prize? Was the 
Urity belonging to the African Company, 
bound from Guinea to Famaica with 
3 Negroes, a contraband Prize? If the Spa- 
ky, niſb Miniſters will have theſe to be law- 
ful Prizes, then we know their Meaning, 
and all the Ships they can ſeize in the 
Meſt-Indies muſt be fo too: But ſure I 
am they are contrary to Treaties. And 
this leads me to the laſt Head of their 
Anſwer. | 


« THE very Places only where they 

* were met with and taken (ſays de Po- 
n * 20bueno) is a ſufficient Proof of a Na- 
„ ' vigation forbid by the Tenor of Trea- 
ties. A good Spaniſh Proof, I con- 
efels! Accdfülng to which the Spaniards 
e may lawfully (if they can) ſeize upon 
the whole Trade and Navigation of Ja- 

| maica. 


$70 Leagues from it on the High Seas, a 


Ta ; 
i | ( 3 ) 
0 % _— 0 


B'S maica. By che Places where the Britin 

1 Ships have. been met with and taken (ii 
1 the Spaniſb Miniſters have any Meaning 
A154 at all in theſe: extravagant Harangues, fo . 


contrary. to Truth, Reaſon and good 
Senſe) they muſt mean any Place upon 
| | the Seas, or the Ocean, wherever they 
. could maſter and take them, according 
1 to the Examples above. But methinks this 
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YE is a Right claim'd by them with a = 4 
TBE ill Grace, againſt a Nation ſo much 
. ſuperiour to them and all other Nations 
in the World at Sea, and who might, if 
that were a good Reaſon, with much 
more - Juſtice claim the Empire of it. 
Or perhaps they may with a little more 
Modeſty” underſtand Places within Sight 
of the Spamſh Coaſts in the We/i-Indies. it 
But perhaps: his Excellency, de Pozobueno 
did not: conſider when he expreſs'd him- 
ſelf thus, that no Ships can fail ro or i. 
ihr: from Jamaica, without coming within 
n Sight of Cuba, or Hiſpaniola, or Porto 
1 Rico, or perhaps all of them in a Day's 
r Time. Br 1 12 


Bor- to demonſtrate the Hoſtilities 
and Depredations of their Guurda- Coſlas, 
beyond all Poſſibility of a Contradiction, 
or Shadoy of Excuſe, from the Places 
where they committed them; I could 


name 


4 


4 — 
* 
_= — — 
- þ4 * . 
** i * * bo? 
= . 


— — 
„„ 


— w— >» 
22 22 14 


— 
433 


— — — — —— — —— — en 
* — - 
. 


=- 33 o_— 
* Ae 


* 
" | 
1 

* | 
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ame a great many Inſtances of their 
Minding on the very Hand of Jamaica, 
and plund ing it of whatevef came in 
eir Way, and carrying off their Negroes 
ad Plate, but ſhall particularize only a 
w, viz. From Major Cook 30 Negroes, 


9 ionel James Heywood 14, John Buck- 
8 48, Thomas Orgil 14, Dr. Sinclair 26, 
> Maptain Saunders 25, Beckford and Plet- 


„ 25, Samuel Pool 100, Charles Bynd- 
3% Beckford and Pym 56; and from 
r. Sinclair fifty Pounds worth of Plate. 


it ow will the Syaviſe Miniſters ſay, that 
h eſe Negroes taken from off the Iſland 
it. ere contraband, or were they prohi- 


hen. 2 HT GE TS 


ted by any Treaties t6 work upon 
ieeir Maſters Plantations, or to ſleep in 
cir Huts where they were catch'd 
Napping by che Spaniſb Guarda-Coftas? 
AN „„ ˙ FI") $3: = f} - Ji ey | 


Bo r it would fwell to a Volume to 
large upon all the Particulars of their 
Ho ctilities, and Depredations, both at 
a, and on the Hand of Jamaica; and 
have demonſtrated the Matter fo clearly, 
ad fully, in the foregoing Pages, that 
\Y fancy the Sincerity of the Spam/>Courr, 
In theſe Letters and Memorials, relating 
to the Infractions of the Treaties in the 
FW e/-Indies, will ſcarce meet with any 
redit from their greateſt Friends, and 

it 


( 32 ) 3 
it might be expected would. ſilence che 
Spamards themſelves. And I ber Jur. 
ſuſpect, that _ the 1 bj i Ope 
rations of the all bring 
their ſecret 3 to Light, there 
will be found to be juſt as much Truth 
in the reſt of the Paſſages of their Me- 
morials, as we have already diſcover'd in 
thoſe we have confider'd. And that what 
M. de Pozobueno ſays of Mr. Stanhope, i 
will be found to retort upon himſelf and 
his fellow Miniſter, that fbeir Words hav 
not the leaſt Shadow 7 Relation with the & 
Fats. 1 


THERE was a Piece publiſh'd about a 
a Year ago, call'd The State of the and For 
of Jamaica, written by a Gentleman who 
reſided there ſeveral Years, which de 
ſerves to be perus d on this Occaſion 
from which I have borrow'd ſome parti. 
cular Facts, and a few excellent Eins, 1 
And I am perſuaded the Author will not 
be diſpleas d at the Liberty I have _ 
fince it was with the ſame View he hin 
ſelf had when he wrote it. This Gen- 
tleman has this remarkable Expreſſion, * ' 
That tis notorious the Spaniards never 
met with an Engliſb Veſſel, and could 
« overcome, which they did not rake 


« deſtroy or plunder.” And I can rs 
ä 


ain 
K 
Ao 
of 


the 


( 33 ) 
r him, that this is receiv'd as an uni- 
"Serſal Maxim in Jamaica. He has given 
long Liſt of Br:#1/h Ships taken by the 

Paniards from 1712 to 1725, to the 
| mber of 47; which nevertheleſs he 
*Wknowledges to be far ſhort of the real 
Wumber ; the Amount of which, with 
Wcir Cargoes and of the Negroes taken 
che Iſland, he compures to be 156165/, 


whe, o which I may add, taken in the Bay 
and Campeacly above as many Ships, which 
pil Will raiſe the amount of the whole to 
I. 


ar 300,000/. 


I snovLD have obſerved before this, 
Hat every ſingle Inſtance mention'd a- 
Dove of the Spaniſh Seizures and Depre- 
Wations, is ſupported by the Evidence of 
Hepoſitions upon Oath before the reſpec- 
oe Governors of Jamaica and others, 
Ind moſt of them well known to many 
Merchants in London. And whoever. pe- 
uſes the Piece already referr'd to, will 
cn, ind in it many more Depoſitions; and 
„e Author has alſo ſeveral others by 
n- im, which perhaps will ſoon ſee the 
b Light. And now if the Spamards have 
en Hone ſo much to the People and Traders 
ud, of Jamaica, to uſe the Words of Aba- 
e, erus to Efther, What have they done in 

ce rest of the King's Provinces ? 
, F AND 
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his Majeſty, to have ſeverely felt? And "i 


ſwers and Replies from the Miniſters of 


1 

bi 

| (i IJ 

"= 
the 


Ax p what Reſtitution has the King prec 
of Spain made for all this Injuſtice and C9, 
Violence of his Subjects in the ef. Wel 
Indies, ſo contrary and repugnant to the 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce? What e 
Satisfaction has he given his Britannicc ull 
Majeſty for the Lives of his Subjects ſo en 
baſely murder'd in cold Blood, and for er 
the Inſults and Affronts offer d thereby , e 
to his Crown and Dignity ? What Repa- ne 
ration to the African Company for 257 E 
Negroes plunder d from them in the open 
Seas? What to the Eaſt-India Company "WF k 
for the Caſſandra and her Cargo belong- 
ing to them? What to the Merchants he 
and Planters in Jamaica, who have all e 
ſuffered more or leſs by theſe Hoſtilitie * 
and Depredations? What Reparation or g | 
Satisfaction has been made to the City of e 


4 


Briſtol for the Loſſes they have ſuſtain'd ſer 
by theſe piratical Depredations, . which, 


they complain of in their late Addreſs to . 


= T7 
what to the ſeveral Aſurance-Offices, who 8 'T 


have ſuffer'd moſt of all thereby? What, 


I fay, but injurious and affrontive An- te 


1 * aſt 8 
his Catholick Majeſty to the repeated juſt 8 


Complaints that have been made to that C 
Court, not only abſolutely contradicting 
the 
© 


\ # A 
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he Truth of all theſe Hoſtilities and De- 


2 
-& 
* 


ing Fpredations committed by their Guarda- 
and "> oft as in the HW eſt- Indies 3 Hoſtilities ſo 
. well known to themſelves, and ſo man'- 
the feſtiy prov'd to the World, that no The- 
hat rem in the Mathematicks was ever more 


Pully demonſtrated; but alſo moſt confi- 
Nently taxing his Majeſty and his Mini- 
for ters with open Diſingenuity in forming 


by , Tomplaints of this Nature, and calling 
pa. hem only falſe Pretexts to juſtify the O- 
5) erations of his Majeſty's Fleets; though 
en hey are indeed very juſt Grounds for 
ny Wking much more vigorous Meaſures for 


RNedreſs, than his Majeſty has been hi- 
its therto inclin'd to take, unwilling. if it 
11] could be avoided, to come to an open 
es Rupture, or to have that Harmony de- 
\r ſtroy'd, which his Majeſty has ever been 
jf i defirous on his Part to cultivate and pre- 
4 ſerve with the King of Spain. 
h 1 | 
—— Bu T if neither the frequent Remon- 
ſtrances made by Mr. Stanhope ta the Ca- 
, balick King and his Miniſters, nor the 
error of his Majeſty's Fleets, which 
have it in their Power, when they pleaſe, 
to revenge theſe Injuries and Inſults done 
4 to the Brit;h Crown and People, are of 
any Force or Influence to move that 
Court to make Redreſs and Satisfaction; 
; F 2 are 
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(36 I 
are we therefore to fit down contented | f 4 
with theſe private and National Loſſes 
and Affronts, as if it were not in our 
Power to redreſs them? Surely the Spa. 
niards can never ſo vainly imagine, that 
the Britiſb Luſtre will ſuffer ſuch a Tar- 
niſh in the very Meridian of that Glory 
to which our Navy is now arriv'd! We are 
at at all Times ready to chaſtiſe their In- 
ſolence, and only want the Sanction of 
Authority to ſhew we can do it. We NI 
have a King who makes the Trade and Con- 
merce of his Subjects his peculiar Care, which at 
extends to all the American as well as Home 
Branches of Commerce, and is one of the 
chief Reaſons which have diſposd his Ma- 
jeliy to fit out the ſeveral Fleets which have 
been put to Sea; a King who has been We 
graciouſly pleas'd to tell the Court of 
Madrid, by the Mouth of his Ambaſſa- 
dor, that his Subjects would have had uit I 
Cauſe to 8 if Care had not been 
taken for the Safety of the Kingdom, and 
of their Rights and Properties. As the 
Remedy therefore is in our Power, is it 
not highly fit and reaſonable that we ſhould ? AY 
now at laſt apply it? Or rather, is it not ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary we ſhould have recourſe N 
to it without delay? The Spaniſh Guarda- ; 
Coſtas have ever fince the Peace of Utrecht | 
practis d the moſt notorious bree 1 
of 


U 
wy 


Wy" 
ij "Oc 
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ſes 
ur Crowns, by taking, plundering, impriſon- 
. ing, torturing, and murdering the Sub- 


nat *Se&s of this Crown: And the Spaniſh 


ar- iniſtry have refus d to make any Satis- 
ry action, or Reparation, for theſe Infrac- 
Ire ions and Violences, or ſo much as to 
n- 3 cknowledge that there is any the leaſt 
of Pround for Complaint, on this Account. 
Ve What remains therefore, but to do our 
n. W&1ves Juſtice by Repriſals? This is the 
ch atural and obvious Remedy in ſuch ex- 
me ſreme Caſes; other Nations have us'd 
he t, before Matters have come to ſuch 
a- FExtremityz as the French in the West- 
ve udies now do, and have all along done. 
en And the Author of the State of Jamaica 
ol propos'd it a Year ago, fince, as he ſays, 
a- ll other Methods had prov'd ineffectual. 


Furs Method of Repri/als is agree- 
ble to the Laws of Nations, to the 
Municipal Laws of England, and to the 
I reatics ſubſiſting between Great Britain 
nd Spain. | 


By the Common and Statute Law of 
England, Perſons ſpoil'd, or otherwiſe 
damnify d in a hoſtile Manner, in the Ter- 
ritories or Places belonging to that King, 

do 
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(38 ) 3 
to whom Letters of Requeſt are iſſud 
forth; if no Satisfaction be return d, may 
have Letters of Repriſal: And the Prince 
of that Country, againſt whom the ſame }% 
are awarded, muſt repair the Damage, 
out of his or their Eſtates, who com. 
mitted the Injuries; which proving def.. 
cient, it muſt then, fall as a comma 
Debt on his Country. | 


THe Regard that Parliaments have: 
ſhewn for the redreſſing of Wrongs un} 
this Way, appears very particularly in 
the Statutes of 4 Hen. 5. c. 7. and 147 
Edi. 4. c. 4. the former of which recite 1 | 
6 That at the grievous Complaints of 


« the Commons of England, who hat * 
* ſuffer d many Wrongs and Injuries, in g 
the Loſs of their Ships and Good = c 
« upon the Main-Sea, againſt League: by 


* 


« ſafe Conducts, and Truces, which 
* were broken by the Subjects of other © 
Nations, the Parliament being willingly 

e to provide Remedy and Relief for che 
«© grieved by Spoil — Injuries done unto ; | 
them beyond the Seas, enacted, That 4 

upon Complaint to the Keeper of the 
e Privy-Seal, on full Evidence ſbewn, * 
he ſhall fign proces of Requeſt, to de- fg | 
% mand Reſtitution, and Reparation to lc | 
« the Parties grieved; which if no! «| 
«« made 6 | 


Lay 


lud made in convenient Time, then the 
m Lord Chancellor of England ſhall grant 
— Letters of Repriſal in due Form of 
me 


Law, for the Indemnity of the Perſons 
intereſted and injur'd.” And the latter 
Wcites, That whereas divers great Of- 
fences were often committed againſt 
Leagues, Truces, and Amities, between 
che King and other Princes or States, 
® againſt ſafe Conducts and Licences, 
and againſt the Laws and Starutes of 
of the Realm in that Caſe made and 
provided, fo the great Slander of our 
Sovereign Lord the King, and the Da- 
nages of the good Subjects, the Commons 
7 England; it was therefore enacted, 
That all Statutes and Ordinances a- 
gainſt the Offenders of Leagues, Tru- 
ces, ſafe Conducts, and Amities, ſhall 
be in full Force, c. 


FF Ovux Kings alſo have never lighted the 
Fomplaints of their Subjects on this 
lead, and the Author of the Treatiſe de 
rere Maritimo & Naval, ſays, © That 
BF the Prince or State of the Perſon in- 
| jur'd ſhould not value his Misfortune 
n, at fo low a rate, as to deny him Let- 
" ters of Requeſt; for that were to heap 

up In jury: ikewiſe, 
0. 3 jury upon Injury: But likewiſe 
de 


Juſtice be deny' d after ſuch a Re- 


« queſt, 


by 
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(49) 7 
« queſt, to arm him with Power to take ge 
Satisfaction by Repriſe Vi & Manu mil.. cu 
& fari. There is a very remarkable 
Inſtance of ſuch Letters of Repriſal grant. 
ed by King Charles II. againſt the States 
General and their Subjects in 1663, on 
Account of two Ships and their Cargoes 
ſeiz'd by their Eaſt-India Company in 
1643, vis. the Bona Eſperanza, and 
Henry Bonadventure ; the Preamble where- 
of takes Notice, That his Majeſty out 
tc of a juſt Senſe of the unjuſt Suffering 
« of the Owners, requir'd Satisfaction 
* to be made them according to the 
<< Rules of Juſtice by Letters under his 
« Majeſty's Sign Manual, and alſo by hi; 
« Envoy Extraordinary ; but that after 
te ſeveral Addreſſes made to the States 
«© General by his faid Envoy, nothing M$ 
* had been granted effectual for the Re- 
e lief of his ſaid Subjects, whom his Mae 
&« took himſelf in Honour and Fuſtice con- 
« cern'd to ſee ſatisfied and repaid ; ſo that 
« his Majeſty could not but apprehend it 
eto be not only a fruitleſs Endeavour, 
« but a profiituting his Honour and Dig: 
« nity to make farther Application after © 
« ſo many Demals and Shghtings,” And eu 
therefore his Majeſty thought fit, by the fre 
Advice of his Privy-Council, to grant ha 
Licence and Authority under the 3 24 
ea! 


. 
_ ” 
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ke Real to the Perſons therein named, Exe- 
N. *Fcutors of the Owners, to equip, victual, 
le fur niſb, and to ſet to Sea from Time to 
Fe ime, ſuch and ſo many Ships and Pinaces 


tes they ſhould think fit. And 'tis declar'd, 
on That the ſaid Commiſſion ſhall remain 
xs in full Force and Power to all Intents 
in and Purpoſes, until the ſaid Perſons 
nd ſhall by Virtue thereof have by Force 
re- of Arms apprehended, taken, ſeiz'd, 
ut recovered, and received from the ſaid 
States General, or their Subjects, One 
on hundred fifty one thouſand fix hundred 
the Wand twelve Pounds. And farther, that 
his although it ſhould happen that all 


ter States General ſhould ceaſe, yet the 
tes laid Commiſſion ſhould remain and be 
ing in full Force and Power to the Perſons 
de. aforeſaid, by virtue whereof to appre- 
ef hend, take and ſeize by Force and Arms 
on gc many more of the ſaid Ships and 


hi between his Majeſty and the 


hat Goods of the States General, or any of 
it their ſaid Subjects, as beſide the ſaid 
Sum beforementioned, ſhall counter- 


ur, 
. vail, fatisfy and pay all ſuch Coſts and 
fer Charges as the ſaid Perſons, their Exe- 
nd utors, Adminiſtrators or Aſſigns ſhall 


ne from Time to Time make Proof to 
nt have diſsburſed and paid towards the 
at equiping, manning, paying, furniſhing 
cal 8 « and 


( 42 ) 
« and victualling of the ſaid Ships fo 14 * 
* cens'd and authoriz'd.” 8 


Turk is another memorable Inſtance ge 
of Letters of Requeſt from King Chars 
II. to the King of Spain, requiring Satis. 
faction for the Depredation committed 
on the Ship and Goods of Capt. i 
Stamp, who was alſo murder'd at ther 
Havana, Anno 1674. And his Majeſty iſ. WP” 
ſued out a Proclamation on the 14th Day 
of October 1675, which recites, © That 

* the ſaid Stamp who was caken by the 1 e 
« Spentards and brought into the Hava- 
*« za under Pretence of unlawful Trade, 4 
« being detained there ſome Time, and 
« afrerwards ſet at Liberty with his Ship! 2 
« and Crew, was afterwards retaken with- 1 rl 
« in Muſket-Shor of the Caſtle of Ha. 
« dana by a Man of War fitted out at | 5 
« the Havana, commanded by Don Phi. 4 
« Jip Helen, who tortured and murdered 
« the ſaid Stamp and moſt of his Men; 


** 
x 
Av 


« that ſome they hang'd till they wer: be 1 
« haif dead, and then cut them with and 
« their Swords ; afterwards hang'd them Tri 
« up again until they were almoſt dead, 

« and then cut them in Pieces with an} | 
« Ax; that others had their Arms cut on 
« off, and were cleft down with Axes; 2 


cc and that afterwards the ſaid Dor _ 
cc 7 


0 
) 1i- % and Company ſhared the Ship and 
Goods; his Majeſty therefore promiſes 
a Reward of 1000 Pieces of Eight to a- 
nice ny Perſon or Perſons who ſhall appre- 
ir; hend the ſaid Don Philip Helen, and 
iti: deliver him up to any of his Majeſty's 
tted Governors in America.” 
oth Kepriſalt alſo are conſiſtent with the 
che reaties now ſubſiſting between Great 
i. „ain and Spain, as appears by Article 
Day u. of che Treaty in 1670, where in 
hat =: of Juſtice being deny'd or delay'd, 
che Mepriſalt are expreſily authoriz'd according 
va. cle Low of Nations; agreeable to which 
de Len fays, Omnia dat qui juſta negat. 
ind If therefore the Subjects of one Prince 
hip r State cannot obtain Juſtice of another 
ch. ice or State, for Injuries committed 
2 his Subjects, or if Judgment be given 
Wain apparent Right, and no Relief 
an be had, by the Conſent of Nations, 
g Bodies or Moveables of the Subjects of 
bal Prince, who renders not Right, may 
be taken, This is the Law of Nations, 
and this is what is warranted by the 
Treaty of 1670. 


* 
4 
3 
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Bur I have not room to enlarge up- 
on this Subject of Repriſals, What is 
already ſaid is ſufficient to evince, that it 


is a natural, obvious, juſt and neceſſary 


* 


5 N 


N gell the paſt and future Hal 
lities aud Depredations of the  Spanif 
Guardu- Coſtas in the Weſt-Indies ; and i 
humbly ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of th 
Government, I ſhall. only beg leave g 
conclude with r 32 to * Governot! 
in America (and of Jamaica in particula 
that if e have _ a Power givet 
them of granting Repriſals for the future 
they wil neither have Eaſe with thy 
People under their Government at Home 
nor Repuration as, 
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